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About the Erie County 
Medical Examinerôs Office

ÂOver 2600 reported deaths

ÂAround 1200 cases 
(autopsies/exams/etc)

ÂTox & Histo:

ï50% of cases complete by 30 days

ï80% of cases complete by 60 days

ï99% of cases complete by 90 days





About the Erie County Medical 
Examinerôs Office

Â Who works there?
ï Administrative

Â Admin. Coordinator

Â Clerical Staff

ï Forensic Pathologists

Â Chief Medical Examiner

Â Assoc. Chief Medical Examiners

ï Forensic Toxicologists

Â Chief County Toxicologist

Â Toxicologists

ï Investigators

Â Medical Investigators

Â Scene Investigators

Â Morgue Keepers

ï Histologist

ï Pathological Lab Assistants

Â Law Enforcement/DAs/Ancillary/Forensic Scientists



Medicolegal Death 
Investigation



Medicolegal Death 
Investigation: Jurisdiction

Notification of Death

ME Jurisdiction Not ME Jurisdiction

Scene/Background

Investigation

Forensic Autopsy

Certification of Death

Investigation ReportAncillary Tests



Medicolegal Death 
Investigation

ÂThe purpose of the investigation is to 
determine:
ïWho?

ïWhat?

ïWhen?

ïWhere?

ïWhy?

ïHow?



Medicolegal Death 
Investigation: Components

ÂScene Investigation

ÂBackground Investigation

ÂAncillary Studies

ïToxicology

ïRadiology

ïClinical Labs

ïOthers



Medicolegal Death 
Investigation

ÂThese investigations put together a 
story and timeline of the last years, 
months, days and hours of an 
individualôs life

ÂThis ñstoryò is taken into consideration 
during the autopsy





Forensic or Medicolegal 
Autopsy
Â The purpose of the 

autopsy is to establish 
the cause and manner of 
death through the:
ïDocumentation of internal 

and external injuries

ïCollection of medical 
evidence such as tissues, 
fluids and trace evidence

ïReconstruction of the 
injuries

Does this all 
correspond?? 



Goal of Medical Examinerôs 
Office:

Certification of Death

(AKA: Death Certificate)





Death Certificate ïWho 
Issues It?

Â Physician/Doctor 

Â Medical Examiner



Death Certificate - What 
Does It Show?

Â Identifies the individual

ÂStates the Cause and Manner of death

ïCause ïwhat actually caused the person 
to die, i.e. heart attack

ïManner ï5 types:

ÂNatural

ÂAccident

ÂHomicide

ÂSuicide

ÂUndetermined



Death Certificate -Why Is It 
Important?

ÂClosure for family

ÂSettling of estates/insurance, etc.

ÂCause and Manner

ïLegal ïcriminal and civil litigation

ïPublic Health


